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White House
Drops Probe
Of Debate Book

By Lou Cannon and 'Howard Kurtz
Wasmnmon msmxwum * ;_‘ T
’ The White House has given the FBI names of poten
tial suspects who may have provided documents from the
‘Carter White House to the Reagan campaign -organiza-
tion in 1980, and has dropped its own mquu'y mto the
‘matter, administration officials said yesterday. -
... White House counsel Fred F. Fielding. *has sent 2
imemo to several hundred persons involved in'the Reagan
. presidential campaign directing them “immediately to
give the Justice Department any information they have,
. officials said. They added that Fleldmg s office would no:
~Jonger play an active role in the inquiry except when\
.asked to do so by the department.

STAT

“ Fielding's office is bowing -out of the i mqmry, saxd of-: ‘.

ficials, to “avoid confusion” thh the Justice Department ©
investigation and with an inquiry by a House subcom-
‘mittee headed by Rep. Donald J. Albosta (D-Mich.). The
‘White House will continue to “cooperate fully” Wlth both
investigations, according to an official. ~
.- ‘This official said the White House wants to- help all it
can but is concerned that continuing a separate investi-
. -gation would be misinterpreted as an ‘attempt to sup-
press potential evidence rather than produce it.

. “There’s a fine line to walk between stonewalling -and
cover-up,” he added.

Meanwhile, high-level sources ﬁrmly dlscounted pub-
lished reports of possible resignations by some adminis-
tration officials. These reports have centered. on Office of
‘Management and Budget Director David A. Stockman, |
who has  acknowledged that “pilfered” material ‘assisted !
him in his preparation as a Carter stand-in during a Rea-
-gan rehearsal for the presidential debate, and on White .

"California ranch, the prevalent at-

. jump to any conclusions” and that

- _cident may have been.overblown by :

‘Casey to-resign.

* wants to -avoid. “keeping the story
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One official said there “isn't going
to be any scapegoating” of Gergen.
Another official said there has been -
no White House pressure on Stock -

man to resign. |- '

While the premdent spent the hol-
iday weekend in the seclusion of his

titude -of the White House was. to
‘ride out the storm. One official said .
that “the president isn’t.going to

- he believes that accounts of the in-

- the press and Democratic partisans, -
Yesterday, a Democratic -senator

who long has been critical-of Casey's

.active stock ‘trading during his ten-
ure~as Cla dxrector ealled upon

“I have cons:stenﬂy doubted the |
integrity of - Bill Casey,” said- Sen. 1
Dennis DeConcini{D-Ariz.). - |

- DeConcini-added that he thought
‘the pres:dent “wants to.get at the
bottom of it,”.and he joined growing
Democratic demands that a specxal ]

.prosecutor should be named. -

Justice Department officials have !
sand that Attorney General ‘William

'French Smith will take this action if --

the investigation warrants it.
_An administration official said
yesterday that the White House |

going” pending the outmme of the
investigations. =~ -

.“The president’s gomg to have as
“little to say possxble, said a high-
ranking  administration  official,
“Some of us wished .he hadn't said
anything in the first place.”

This was a reference to Reagan’s’
original dismissal of the event as'
“much ado about - ‘nothing.” Smoe

House communications director.David A.. Gergen, who
was coordinating debate preparation: - . - o
Gergen said he found Carter materials in. Ius f’ les 2
. week after stating that he.did.not remember recexvmg
" the documents from James-A. Bakex 111, who in 1980 was -
in charge of debate negotxatlons and ds now thte House !

chief of staff. Baker has recalled re-
ceiving the documents from William
J. Casey, then the Reagan campaign
manager and now director of central
intelligence, but Casey has said he
has “no recollection” of seeing the
material or giving it to anyone. "

'then, Reagan has called for the Jus--
tice Department inquiry, and White
House spokesman Larry Speskes:
_said in Santa Barbara yesterday that
“the man {Reagan) is clear as a bell”.

 that he wants a full investigation. On
_ Friday, Speakes said Reagan would

be “totally responsive” to any ques-
- tion put to him by the FBL
* Albosta said yesterday that he

. .
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think -that Mr,
~would ‘be a very interesting vntness

~same network, Carter’s White House

would attempt to resolve the dis-
-crepancies between the accounts of
Casey and the White House aides.

‘in Mr. Casey’s memory that seems to
have gone blank,” ‘Albosta said on
Cable News Network. “He could re-
‘member details during the hearings |
he had thh ‘the Senate on many
items of ... years back. I would
Casey probably

before our committee.”
In a separate interview on the

chief of etaff, Hamilton Jordan, said !
disclosure of the incident during the '

. "1980 campaign ‘would have hurt
* Reagan’s reputation for honesty.

If ‘widespread puiblicity- had been | |
~ given to ‘Stockman’s statement 1o a | ,
Michigan-audience on the day of the | 1
debate that"he used “pilfered” doc- |
uments to prepare Reagan, Jordan |
said, “I think:that would have gone | i
nght against the*image "that Presi-
dent Reagan had developed -of bemg

i an honorable, well-intentioned man.”

“But he:said Carter still would
have lost the election. -

- %I would contend 'the'RéaganW _,
E ple .did not do the honorable thing,

Jordan said. “They -received these

“Certainly there's something there.

J

materials, which ‘1 would have to .

classify .as being stolen goods, and
they utilized them. -

" “These papers belong to the pres-
ident of the United States....

They were removed from the White

‘House ‘by some person Tbat, I

wo\ﬁdthxnk,xsanmegalact

There were only about six or seven

people that had copies of them. It
was treated as a very sensitive po-
litical document.” :

‘Asked whether the incident was
any different than commonplace
leaks to reporters, Jordan said, “I
think there’s an enormous difference

in someone leaking a document to a -

member of the press to get it into
the public domain, and someone tak-
ing a pohtlcal document, secretly,
and gwmg to the polmcal opposition
for use in a quiet way in & pmnden.
tial debabe
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